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Synopsis

Updated in a new 24th edition Government by the People, National, State, and Local Edition
demonstrates that politics matters by emphasizing the accomplishments of a government of the
people, by the people, and for the people. Building on decades of authoritative scholarship, this
completely updated text continues to offer accessible, carefully crafted, and straightforward
coverage of the foundations of American politics, as well as a consistent focus on the achievements

of a government by the people.
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Customer Reviews

David B. Magleby is a Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Senior Research Fellow at the
Center for the Study of Elections and Democracy, and Dean of the College of Family, Home and
Social Science at Brigham Young University.A A He received his B.A. from the University of Utah
and his Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, and has also taught at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, and the University of Virginia.A A He has directed national studies of
campaign finance and campaign communications in competitive federal election environments
involving a consortium of academics from nearly 80 universities and colleges in 38 states. This
research is summarized in six edited books. In addition, he is co-editor of a longstanding series of
books on financing federal elections. In partnership with colleagues, he has been studying the

implementation of new voting technology, work funded in part by the National Science Foundation.



He has been a Fulbright Scholar at Oxford University and a past president of Pi Sigma Alpha, the
national political science honor society. Magleby is the recipient of many teaching awards including
the 1990 Utah Professor of the Year award from the Council for the Advancement and Support of
Education and the Carnegie Foundation, the 2001 Rowman & Littlefield Award for Innovative
Teaching in Political Science, and several department and university awards. A A Paul C. Light is
the Paulette Goddard Professor of Public Service at New York UniversityA¢a -a,¢s Wagner School
of Public Service. He received his B.A. from Macalester College and his Ph.D from the University of
Michigan. Professor Light has a wide-ranging career in both academia and government. He has
worked on Capitol Hill as a senior committee staffer in the U.S. Senate and as an American Political
Science Association Congressional Fellow in the U.S. House. He has taught at the University of
Virginia, University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard UniversityA¢a -4,¢s John F. Kennedy School of
Government. He has also served as a senior adviser to several national commissions on federal,
state, and local public service. He is the author of 15 books on government, public service, and
public policy. LightA¢a —4,¢s current research focuses on government reform, Congress, the
presidency, and social entrepreneurship. He was the founding director of the Brookings
InstitutionA¢a -a,¢s Center for Public Service and continues his research on how to invite
Americans to serve their communities through public service. His work has been funded by the
Douglas Dillon Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts, the David and Lucille Packard Foundation,
among many others. A A Christine Nemacheck is an Associate Professor of Political Science at
the College of William & Mary and has been the College&#39;s Pre-Law Advisor since the fall
2007.A A She received her BA in History from the University of Michigan, and her MA and PhD
from the George Washington University. She has taught previously at lowa State University. Her
book examining Supreme Court nomination politics, Strategic Selection: Presidential Nomination of
Supreme Court Justices from Herbert Hoover through George W. Bush, was published in March
2007. The paperback edition of the book was released in 2008. Her work has also appeared in
Congress and the Presidency, Drake Law Review and a number of edited volumes. She is also a

recipient of the College&#39;s Alumni Fellowship Award for 2007.

A true textbook, Government By the People is not too AfA¢A a -A A‘readable, AfA¢A & -A A.
but itAfA¢A a -A a,¢s far from terrible. | bought it to study for my American Government CLEP
exam, and it served that purpose well, although | would have preferred a Kindle version. Even if it's
not the most current edition, the price was truly excellent for a textbook (and how much does

American government change, anyway?). While | agree that there are subtle signs of a liberal bias



on the part of the authors, it’s really not that terrible and is to be expected, | suppose.

Comprehensive

Good book

| rented this book for class and though it doesn’t bother me personally, my copy came a bit more
rough looking than anticipated. Torn pages, high-lighting, and bent/damaged cover but nothing that
hinders me from using the book. | just hope they don’t try to charge me for the damage. | took pics

the day | got it and submitted them but never heard back so hopefully it was seen.

Required by HS teacher/class, hard to understand, user is an honor student, so, I'd say it is
therefore, poorly written, and/or boring.....she really tries hard, and is very VERY intelligent, a junior

at a college prep HS.

This is an excellent book that makes understanding the seemingly endless paths of our government
simple. It starts with the era prior to the constitution, cover critical points of each branch of
government and is updated to today. It makes understanding the current flaps in Washington

understandable from a Constitutional perspective An excellent book..

Excellent intro to politics text. | highly recommend it for a classroom or for anyone really who wants
to sit down with a plain-spoken piece to get you to understand our government. Whether it is for
someone with little knowledge as to who this vast bureaucracy works, or for someone with a fairly
good knowledge of it all - | don’t think it will disappoint.| think what | appreciated the most was the
honesty that the text was written. The authors also included a good amount of humor to emphasize
the point (in cartoon, comic, Top 10 List, etc), in order to keep a reader interested. think this text is
also a good reference as well, as there are numerous court cases and explicit examples of gov't at
work - that if you are ever at a loss for "what was it that happened?" or "what does that term mean?"

Things are extremely easy to find and be referred to.Good works.

Deserves zero stars. One of the most left sided textbooks I've ever seen.
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